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ANSWER 


To a printed Paper called 


1 


A STATE of FACTS relating to the Repairs done at the 
1 Comptroller's Houſe. 


4 \ 
4 _ 


| HE. Committee ordered the Comptroller's Houſe to be repaired; according 
to an Eſtimate amounting to 204 /. 10s. under Mr Dance's Direction; Why then 


did Mr Seaman interfere, over-rule, give Orders, and take the Direction entire- 
| ly out of Danre's Hand ? 


As to the Second Article, it may be obſerved that the ſeveral Works at the Comptrol- 
ler's Houſe were performed by Perſons of unqueſtionable Reputation and Character, viz: 
Mr Alderman Alexander, Mr Deputy Horſnaile, Mr Willis, Mrs Harringten, Meſſ* 
Doones, Rowe, Cooper, Summerſet, Lord, and Hale, whoſe Bills amount to 318 J. 25. 5 d. 
and Mr Blagrave's the Carpenter's Bill to 744 J. 8s. 8 d. making in the whole 10627. 1194. 
34. ſo that there is an Exceeding of 8587. 15. 3 d. this Exceeding Mr Seaman attempted in | 
the Committee to throw entirely upon Mr Dance, and Mr Dance hath only endeavoured L 
to ſet the Affair in a true Light, which he flatters himſelf will be corroborated by the | 
Teftimony of the ſeveral Perſons concerned in the ſaid Works. 


Tur Wainſcot-Door and Chimney-Piece are of fo little Conſequence, that it is hard to 
conceive for what Reaſon it is ſo particularly remarked; for whether Mrs Seaman, 
Mr Seaman, or Mr Dance ordered them, the Expence would not thereby be much enhanſed, 
for the Chimney-Piece is only a common, plain, flat Piece of white and veined Marble, 
with a carved Ovolo, Freize, and Cornice of Wood. 


Tur back Front of the Houſe forwards was the Comptroller's own Projection, which 
he at firſt propoſed to have executed in a Manner much more expenſive; for he deſigned 
a Bow- Window in the Office, and a Venetian Window in the Parlour over the faid Office; 
and he was ſo reſolute and determined, that all the Arguments and Perſwaſions Mr Danze 
could make uſe of, had no Effect to convince him of the Unreaſonableneſs of the Deſign; 
whereupon Mr Dance, without his Privity, informed Mrs Seaman and her Siſter, that 
Mr Seaman had reſolved to make ſuch an Alteration, that it would be very expenſive and 
ridiculous, and intreated them to prevent the Execution thereof, 5 


Tus Cloſet for the Footman's Uſe was ordered by Mr Seaman, nor did Mr ever. j 


think of ſuch a Performance, but the Notice of "theſe leſſer Matters ſeems calculated to 
amuſe and divert the Attention from things of much greater Conſequence. | 


In the next Article Mr Seaman in a Manner, confeſſes the active Part he bore, non 
in evaſive and ambiguous Terms, ſuch as, in the way of common Converſation with the Work- 
men; to the beſt of his Remembrance; and that he did ſay (when the Front was building) 
that Window _—y Stone, and a Stone String would be much better than to make the Mnüü 
Sills of Wood that it was agreed that the difference in the Expence could not be "materials ©" 
This laſt Aſſertion is falſe in Fact, for there now are, and muſt be, the ſame Wooden Sills 
the Saſh Frames, as there would have been if no Stone Sills or String had been | fixed, ant 
therefore the whole Stone Work is an additional Expence and nothing can be mgre falſe 
than to ſay that Mr Dance directed it, for he never knew or heard of the Stone Window 
Sills and Lung till they were brought and ſet in the Work, or gave the leaſt Directions 

about them, and when he enquired who gave Orders about them, the Maſon anſwered, that “ 

he received expreſs Directions from the Comptroller's own Mouth . 4 


% 
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Mx DANCE abſolutcly denies that the Stair-Caſe as firſt deſigned was, or would 
have been, any the leaſt Obſtruction to the Light; and from what Mr Seaman ſays with re- 
gard to the Alteration, it evidently appears that he entirely diſregarded Mr Dance, and 
would not be governed by his Judgment, for he ſays, Ile ſhould not have done it, if the Work- 
men had not firſt aſſured him it would not mate above g l. difference; the Reaſon why the 
Comptroller ſlighted Daxce's Opinion, is very obvious, becauſe he had before ſtrenuouſly 
oppoſed the Alteration, both with Arguments anc! Intreaties, as is mentioned in his printed 


, Cale; but it is hardly credible that any Workmen ſhould give ſuch Aſſurance, becauſe not 


only the Carcaſe was cut and mangled, but all the Steps were mutilated, and every thing 
in courſe altered, beſides an addition to the Height, 


Is the next Article, though the Comptroller plainly confefles that he interfered, yer he 
artfully conceals the great Conſequence ot this Alteration, by only calling it ze Head way 
on the Cellar- Stairs, but this, in Truth, was vaſtly more conſiderable than it appears by his 
Repreſentation, for here the Stack of Chimneys mentioned in Dance's printed Cale was un- 
dermined and mangled, and if it did not affect the Security of the Building, which was 
never ſuggeſted, yer there was great Danger of throwing down the Chimneys, notwith- 


ſtanding the Confidence Mr Seaman placed in the Workmens Opinion, with whom he ſo 


| 


| doing things not contained in the Eſtimate, whenever he thought fit to ad 
that indecd was but ſeldom, for moſt of the Works he projected, Dance was entirely un-. 


frequently adviſed without Dauce's Privity. 


Tur next two Articles contain a plain Conſeſſion of the Comptroller's giving Orders 
and Directions for many Jobbs though he hath omitted the moſt conſiderable ones, and 
takes no Notice of the repeated Alterations. 


WHETHER there is any truth in what Mr Seaman ſays, with regard to his Intentions 
reſpecting extravagant Ornaments, will not here be controverted, but this is moſt certainly 
known, that he had projected a Bow-Window in the Office, a Venetian Window in the 
Room over it, an Obeliſk Pump, with a Lamp at the top to be placed in the Yaid, and a 
Collonade backwards, though they were prevented by Stratagem as before hinted : it is like- 
wiſe known, that by his Order, Stone Ornaments are placed in a Front backwards, which 
is but little ſeen; and it is ſince come out, that he gave Orders for paving the back Yard 
with Purbeck Mitchels, for greater Beauty, notwithſtanding it is already paved with com- 
mon Purbeck Paving in a very good Manner. 


M SEAMAN hath ſet the paſſing the Carpenter's Bills in the a invidious Light 


imaginable, and hath —— remarked, that Mr Dance had reported to the Committee 


that the Sum of 204 J. 106. was ſufficient, not only for the Catpenters, but alſo for the 
Bricklayers, Plaſteres, and all other Works; and that Sum would have been ſufficient, it 
the Particulars ſpecified in that Report had been ſtrictly complyed with, as they moſt cer- 
tainly would, if Mr Seaman had not interfered ; but as he uſurped Dance's Province, and in 
the very firſt Inſtance, ſet aſide his Directions, and continued without Reſerve to order 
Works quite foreign to the Eſtimate, Dance thought he ſhould be ſecure in having no Hand 
in ſuch Orders, and the Comptroller's ſurprizing Conduct towards all Perſons concerned, 
and indeed his remarkable Behaviour cven to the Committee themſelves, ſo confounded and 
intimidated Dance, that he was at a Loſs how to act, but to his Sorrow he now ſegs things 
in a very different Light, and is extreamly ſenſible, that ſigning the Bills was a wrong Mea- 
ſure, though he inadvertently did it, but he ſolemnly declares, he was not prompted to it 
by any Paſſion for Gain; he will not preſume to gloſs over the Matter with ſpecious or eva- 
ſive Excuſes, but with all Humility ſubmits himſelf to the Clemency, Compaſſion, and 


Humanity of the Honourable Court, before whom the Affair is to be brought, hoping 
they will commiſerate his unhappy Situation in being connected in Buſineſs with, and ſubor- 


dinate to, a Gentleman of ſuch violent, irregular, and arbitrary Paſſions; and praying 
that they may ſee ſuch favourable Circumſtances in his Caſe, as may incline them to Mercy 
and Forgiveneſs. | 


Ms DANCE always informed the Comptroller of the Expence, and Impropriety of 
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acquainted with, *till he ſaw them in Execution, and then the Expence muſt neceſſarily fol- 
low, without à poſſibility of his Py it; and Mr Seaman muſt certainly know from 
ſuch Information, and the Inſpection of the Bills that there was a great Exceeding ; and 
Dance always believed and underſtood, that he was thoroughly acquainted therewith : it is 
extreamly falſe to fay, that during the whole Time the Work was doing, Mr Dance did 
not hint the leaſt Word of Diſlike, when at the very firſt ſet out, he expreſſed great Uneaſi- 
neſs at the Alteration of the Stair-Caſe, at his projecting the Bow-Window, Venetian Win- 
dow, Fc. and he never came to the Houſe, but he expreſſed his Diſſatisfaction, his Diſap- 
probation and Surprize ; and this he frequently did even to Mr Seamar's Clerks, and the 
very Workmen themſelves; and it is equally falſe to ſay Mr Dance made no Objection 
"vill after the Committee thought proper to inſpect the Bills; for he avers, that being no 
longer able to bear the Uncaſineſs of ſeeing ſuch perpetual Alterations, he communicated 
the Matter to certain Gentlemen of the Committee, ſome Time before the Audit, and 
he has great Reaſon to believe, it would ſtill have been unknown but ſor his Diſcovery. 


THz next Article is ſtated fo artfully, that one would think the Committee had ordered 
the Work to be ſurveyed by Thomas Holden, Edmund Creak, and John Holden, and likewiſe 
Ordered Mr Dance and Blagrave to attend, whereas nothing can be more untrue, for the 
Committee were not in the leaſt concerned, or gave any Ordets at all about it, and the 
whole was managed and conducted by the Comptroller's ſole Will and Pleafure; he at- 
tended his Surveyors, and it is to be preſumed gave them what Directions he thought 
proper; but it is falſe to ſay thoſe Surveyors were not able to compleat their Survey and 
Eſtimate, becauſe Dance and Blagrave did not attend; for when the Comptroller told 
them they might attend if they thought fit, to ſee if the Surveyors were right, he at the 
ſame Time ſaid that they had finiſhed their Survey; it might poſſibly be dangerous for 
Dance to meet a Man, who had threatned him with Deſtruction, as he was informed 
one of the Gentlemen Surveyors had done, and what purpoſz could it anſwer? fince it is 
impoſſible to make out a fair and juſt Account, but by a Day Bill, as there are many 
Works which cannot be ſeen, many great and repeated Alterations, which no Man can have 
an adequate Conception of, without taking the Account at the Time they were tranſacted. 


In the next Article which Mr Seaman has extracted from a printed Paper, there appears 
a great deal of Subtlety and Fineſſe to get clear of the Charge, that he gave Orders for all 
the Works ſpecified in that Paper, and by firſt ſtating a falſe Fact, he would from thence 
draw a Concluſion, that the whole Charge is falſe; for he would inſinuate, that he is charged 
in the ſaid Paper with giving Orders for the New Stair-Caſe, whereas, in Truth, he is only 
charged with the Alteration of, and addition to, the ſaid Stair-Caſe, and that he plainly con- 
feſſes in the Seventh Article of his State of Facts. | | 

THe next Five Articles chiefly concern Mr Seaman and the Workmen, but it may be 
obſerved, that they clearly. indicate a Correſpondence between the Parties, which Dance was 
an utter Stranger to, and that the Comptroller was very active in adviſing with, and giving 
Orders _ Directions to, the ſaid Workmen, without conſulting or informing k of 
the Works. | | 


THrzRe Is great foundation for the Charge mentioned in the 21ſt Article of the State of 
Facts, nor is there any untruth in what is alledged, for Mr Read's Men were at Work, and 
ſome Stuff was delivercd at the very Time this affair was under the Conſideration of the 
Committee, and Mr Read told the Clerk of the Works, that the Comptroller had accoſted 
him in this Manner, viz. We ſhall be better acquainted ; and had given him Orders he be- 
lieved for fifty Jobbs ; and conſidering Mr Seaman's Propenſity to projecting, and making 
repeated Alterations, where is the Improbability of a very large Account by Chriſtmas 
next, if theſe Proceedings had not been prevented ? 


Ir is ridiculous to ſuppoſe, that Mr Seaman did not or muſt not neceſſarily know, 
that the Charge of the Work would turn out ſo very heavy, unleſs he would give up all 
claim to Reaſon and common Senſe, and to that extraordinary Care of the City's Intereſt, 
which he ſo vehemently and conſtantly boaſted of ; for notwithſtanding the Account deli- 
vered at his Office, yas „ yet it was charged ih a peculiar Method, mow 
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cularly directed by himſelf, in which there were certain Columns, where the Work done 
at every Place was diſtinctly ſpecified, and in ſo obvious a Manner, that they were eaſily 
diſtinguiſhable t one View in every Page; and as Mr Seaman directed this Manner of 
writing the Bills, had them all delivered at his Office, _—_— peruſed them, and was 
to enter them in a Book, it is impoſſible bur he or his Clerks muſt know the Charge was 

very heavy, though they ſhould diſregard the :Jentical Sum. | 


Ueonx the whole, it is humbly apprehended, that even from the printed State of Facts, 
it will clearly appear that the Comptroller has uſurped a Province which did not belor 
to him; that, contrary to Right, he gave Orders and Directions tor many Works and 45 
terations quite foreign to the propoſed Eſtimate; that he adviſed and conſulted with the 
Workmen without the Privity or Knowledge of the Clerk of the Works, and put moſt 
of his Projects in Execution without the leaſt Intimation to him beforehand ; from which 
Proceedings ſpring the Source, Cauſe, and Foundation of this unhappy Affair, which would 
never have happened, if he had not interfered and over-ruled the proper Officer ; it appears 
likewiſe very evident, that the ſaid printed State of Facts contains ſubtle and artful Eva- 
ſions, Miſrepreſentations, and various Facts wrong ſtated; and it is ſtrange to think, that 
a Man ſhould complain of want of Candour and Truth, who, in order to exonerate him- 
ſelf from a Burthen of which he is the ſole Author, uſes ſuch indirect Means to load ano- 
ther Perſon, whom he hath long treated with great Inſolence and Tyranny, and by ſuch 
Means endeavours to ruin him and his numerous Family. \ 


